whole gallery

29 October - 19 November 2021

Celebrating Life

an exhibition of retrospective and recent artworks
by John Hamilton
John Hamilton is a well-known local artist.
His paintings of scenes along the beach
between Glenelg and Seacliff are admired
and sought after. John moved to Oaklands
Park from Sydney 16 years ago and he
quickly realized that he’d arrived in an ideal
place of inspiration for his painting.
He began his painting career around the
same time as he became a house-husband
and the full-time father to his five month old
daughter. His son arrived three years later
and the three of them often ventured out on
trips to the Glenbrook National Park to find
subjects for his paintings. John has always
been fascinated by light, and his paintings
from this time depict the bleaching out of
colours in the midday sun.

When his children went to school John
returned to the workforce as a graphic
designer. He enjoyed the discipline of
creating according to the requirements of
the clients and he continued as a graphic
designer until he retired. Meanwhile, he
kept up his artwork by joining a weekly art
class and perfected his skills in watercolour.
He was drawn to watercolour because of
the transparency and luminosity he could
achieve. John enjoyed painting scenes that
he found beautiful, peaceful or calming.

everyday life.
“I only paint a place where I have been.
This lets me absorb the atmosphere, take
in the mood and get a sense of the scene.
It’s usually the particular quality of light
that attracts me. My camera is useful for
capturing these fleeting moments.
Back in my studio, I combine the photograph
with my memory and imagination to create
the artwork. This makes my paintings a
mixture of realism and impressionism.”
One of John’s favourite pastimes is looking
at the work of other artists. He has always
collected art books and visited art galleries.
He has a passion for the Impressionist
painters and painters of the early twentieth
century. “It’s difficult to be inspired by other
artists without incorporating their style.
There are reminiscences of Monet, Van
Gogh and Picasso in my work.”
In recent years John has had the pleasure of
travelling to Britain and Europe to see the
original paintings of his favourite artists.
He has visited galleries, gone on tours
following in the footsteps of artists and
visited their homes and studios. Through
these experiences John has been inspired
to paint some of places he has visited.
John’s exhibition titled ‘Celebrating Life’ is
a product of many years of painting with
works presented from the year 1977 to the
present. It’s a tribute to his 50th Wedding
Anniversary celebrated in early October and
to his 75th birthday in November.

Exhibition Preview

12 - 4pm Friday 29 October

Moving to Adelaide opened up new
sources of inspiration. John loves having
the opportunity to walk along the beach,
visit the Adelaide Hills and Southern Vales,
and go for drives in the country. Most of all
he is fascinated by the way people interact
with the landscape. It’s their enjoyment,
enthusiasm or concentration that attracts
him. He says he is inspired by the vitality of

John will be in the Gallery during this time

Official
Exhibition Opening

12 - 4pm Saturday 30 October
To be launched at 2pm by
Artist Julie Pritchard

John & Rosie Hanmilton with a celebratory mandala created for
them at Brighton Beach by local artist Sue Norman

Maximum visitor numbers may apply
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Diary

Talking Shop
(left)

24 October

Brigitta Altshwager
screen printed pot cosie using
100% cotton & water based inks
(plant not included)

CLOSE OF CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

29 October - 19 November

$20 ea

‘Celebrating Life’
An exhibition of retrospective and
recent artworks by John Hamilton.
John will be in the gallery on the 29th
and 30th to discuss his work 12- 4pm.
Whole gallery

Saturday 6 November
MEET THE ARTIST 1-3pm
Your chance to talk to John Hamilton
about his work in a relaxed and
informal atmosphere.

26 November - 8 January

(right)

Wakefield Press
Master of Stillness - Jeffrey Smart
by Barry Pearce
$75

(left)

Wendy Robertson
kiln fired ‘taco’ spotted bowl
$100

‘20th Annual City of Marion
Community Art Exhibition’
An exhibition of artworks in various
media by the residents of the City of
Marion.
Whole gallery
Entry forms can be found at
www.gallerym.com.au
or at the Gallery front counter.

(right)

Maureen Prichard
100% cotton designer face mask
$35 ea

(left)

Susan Jenkins
jesmonite trinket trays
(various designs)
from $19 ea

A City of Marion Community Art Project

14 January - 6 February
‘New Horizons’

(right)

Artworks in various media by members
of the Red House Group Inc.
Whole gallery

Lorraine Zabrowarny
fused glass decorations
(various designs)
from $6 ea

Look out for our new Christmas stock
arriving soon, with locally made cards
and decorations to choose from
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