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14 February - 8 March 2020two exhibitions

Collaboration
contemporary textiles by Val Giles & Prue Wheal

This exhibition features collaborative 
and individual Art Quilts, textile and 
fibre arts by Val Giles and Prue Wheal.  
By showing their work, they hope to 
increase the understanding of viewers 
and the general public that quilts are not 
only functional, but can be works of art. 
They also believe that Art Quilts deserve 
more credibility in the artistic world.

Val and Prue’s collaborative quilts span 
approximately 8 years of their working 
together.  Although their styles are quite 
different, they find they complement 
each other.  It also demonstrates the 
benefits of growing and improving their 
artistic skills together. 

Val Giles’ (right image) background 
includes many years teaching painting 
in various Community clubs. In 1998 her 
journey into quilting started, and a love 
affair with fabric took hold.  Many awards 
have followed, both here and overseas.  

“I don’t feel I have any particular 
style, as I like to experiment and 
use whatever technique suits 
the subject I choose, which can 
be anything from portraits to 
ocean views and everything in 
between”, Val says. 

Prue Wheal’s (left image) artistic journey 
only commenced a relatively short time 
ago in about 2004.  Since learning to 
make traditional quilts, her interests 
have evolved to try different genres of 
art quilting and fabric art. 

“Currently my interest is in painting 
fabric, hand dyeing fabric, abstract art 
and modern quilting, as well as the 
quilted collages in which I collaborate 
with Valerie Giles”, Prue says.  Prue has 
been fortunate to have quilts exhibited 
internationally and to have won some 
ribbons from overseas events. 

Images of Bush
contemporary landscapes by Marek Herburt

to be officially launched by

Christine O’Brien 
President, Quilters’ Guild of SA Inc

6pm, Friday 14 February

Marek Herburt was born in Lodz, Poland, 
and moved to Australia in 1982.  His 
work increasingly reflects a unique 
awareness of the Australian light on the 
environment.

Marek’s latest body of work demonstrates 
his deep fascination with the Australian 
bush and desert landscape. Painting in a 
distinct semi-abstracted, impressionistic 
style with a vibrant palette, he captures 
the intense and enduring harshness of 
the Australian landscape. “Despite the 
harsh climate in country South Australia, 
the landscape evokes a deep feeling of 
energy, life and beauty for me”, Marek 
says. 

Mallee trees have become central themes 
in many of his paintings. Wandering 
throughout South Australia, Marek says 
he notices these trees are behind every 
corner, along stretched highways, in 
small streets and in undisturbed hiding 
spots around his house.

The vibrant colours in Marek’s paintings 
are the result of close observation of 
nature. He uses a technique based on 
seeing colour through an opposite and 
contrasting colour. The result is that 
colours boost each other, creating a 
dynamic display.

The ‘air perspective’ method also comes 
from the observation of nature. The 
colours create a perception of space and 
distance and are a result of what he sees 
in nature; what he knows about colours 
in nature; and what works best for the 
unique depiction in every painting. 

This half gallery exhibition features 
new landscape paintings, some quite 
large, that continue to highlight Marek’s 
interest with the energy, life and beauty 
of the Australian environment.

ETSY Twilight Market: 5 - 9pm Friday 14 February
Fringe Markets: 5 - 9pm Friday 21 & Saturday 22 February

to be officially launched by

Jan Pana 
Graphic Designer, 

Graduate, National Art School, Sydney, 

6.30pm, Friday 14 February



Gallery M is proudly operated by the Red House Group Inc.on behalf of the City of Marion
A City of Marion Cultural Development Project

Gallery M Hours: Monday to Saturday: 10am - 4pm; Sunday: 1 - 4pm. Closed Public Holidays

diary
Sunday 9 February 
CLOSE OF CURRENT EXHIBITION

14 February - 8 March
TWO EXHIBITIONS

 X ‘Collaboration’ 
abstract and pictorial collaborative 
textiles by Val Giles & Prue Wheal

 X ‘Images of Bush’ 
contemporary landscapes by 
Marek Herburt

13 March - 5 April
TWO EXHIBITIONS

 X ‘What I Value’ 
a diverse range of artwork from clients 
and staff of Community Living Options:  
a Disability Mental Health support 
provider

 X ‘Three Friends - One Passion’ 
traditional, contemporary and abstract 
artworks by Pene Bilsborough,  
Gillian Keelan & Susan Jenkins

17 April - 10 May
TWO EXHIBITIONS

 X ‘Apperceptions’ ’ 
paintings, mosaics & stained glass by 
Liza Merkalova, Ivan Rehorek  
& Caroline Rehorek 

 X ‘Connections’  
an international touring exhibition 
of art quilts by 
Studio Art Quilt Associates (SAQA) 
Oceania Region

talking shop

Note: Gallery M 
has a new email address:

gallerym@marion.sa.gov.au
please update your address book

facebook.com/ 
gallerym287

Instagram/ 
gallerym_287

MEET THE ARTISTS 
1pm, Saturday 22 February
A chance to talk to artists from both 
exhibitions, in a relaxed and informal 
atmosphere.

Books from Wakefield Press

(left) 
Blooms and Brushstrokes 
A Floral History of Australian Art 
by 
Penelope Curtin & Tansy Curtin
$65

New at Gallery M

(right) 
Clare Belfrage Rhythms of Necessity 

by 
Kay Lawrence & Sera Waters

$49.95

(left) 
Master of Stillness 
Jeffrey Smart 
by 
Barry Pearce
$75

(right) 
Liz Williams 

Body Language 
by 

Margot Osborne & Grant  Hancock
$49.95

(left) 
Dogs in Australian Art 
Expanded Edition 
by 
Steven Miller
$39.95

(right) 
Curious Recolletions 

Life in the Curiosity Show 
by 

Rob Morrison
$24.95

Plus other books can be ordered through Gallery M, 
talk to staff about further titles


